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Letter From the Chairperson
Hello RAiNA Community,

I hope your holidays have been happy and healthy!

Q4 was a big one for RAiNA. We had our Fall Conference in Chicago that 
was a huge success.  The programing and networking was very well 
received and it was excellent to have a sold-out event.   We had over 
140 attendees including a number of new faces.  It’s great to see the 
organization continue to grow (up to 118 member companies in 2024, 
and there are 8 new companies who have already signed on for 2025).  

After our Conference in November, I had the pleasure of attending the IFD World Congress in 
Innsbruck, Austria.  This international organization is dedicated to the development of training and 
education for young contractors in both the roofing and façade trades.  I got to witness their World 
Championship of Facades (which occurs every two years) and see the energy and excitement 
that these contractors put into their work, competing against the global best when it comes to 
ventilated façade installation.  It was an inspiring week that had “Olympic” energy, motivating 
me to pursue having RAiNA be involved in the 2026 competition in Warsaw Poland.  It would be 
amazing to help field a team from North America to compete on this stage.  While at the Congress, 
I presented to the audience on the progress we have made within RAiNA and was met with high 
praise.  There are certainly synergies for us to work together and continue to strengthen the 
position of rainscreen assemblies across the globe.  More to come on that in 2025.

Operationally, our committees have continued to stay very busy as we develop our Division 
One Specification for Rainscreen Assemblies (Performance Committee), agreed upon four new 
definitions including Rainscreen Retrofit and Rainscreen Reclad (Definitions Committee), finalized 
a case study template for retrofit rainscreen (Retrofit Committee), and finalized installation 
details for residential rainscreens (Residential Committee).  

2025 should be another outstanding year for RAiNA as we continue to 
grow, influence the industry, and develop tools and strategies for 
improving the built environment with rainscreen assemblies.

A big thank you to all of our committee chairs 
and active members for the time and 
commitments they have made to grow 
this organization.  It’s a team effort that we 
should all be proud of.
All the best in the new year,

Todd Kimmel
Chairperson



Members In Action

Antoine Habellion, P.Eng, M.Eng., M.S., (ROCKWOOL) 
and Steven Gaynor, MBA (Pivoth Corporation), 
co-authored an article in 2024 on Exterior Cavity 
Fireblocking: Exceeding Fire Performance, published 
in The Construction Specifier. 

This article went on to be selected for the 2024 
Construction Specifications Institute Article of the 
Year Award. 

Exterior cavity fireblocking: Exceeding fire performance
June 25, 2024
By Antoine Habellion, P.Eng., M.Eng., M.S., and Steven Gaynor, MBA

New York City recently became the first jurisdiction in the country to reject and rewrite major sections 
of the International Building Code’s (IBC’s) language around fire protection in exterior facades. 
Aiming to enhance the fire safety standards in exterior walls, fireblocking is now mandatory behind 

ventilated cladding, with few exceptions.

The approval of what would be known as the 2022 Construction Codes (New York City Building Code), 
came into enforcement in late 2022. The building community quickly recognized the seemingly inadvertent, 
but effective ban on the use of previously accepted ventilated facade assemblies.

Without the use of ventilated facades, designers face the challenge of creating exterior walls that 
effectively manage water over the building’s lifespan, while providing the thermal performance needed 
to meet energy requirements, such as those outlined in the New York City Energy Conservation Code 
(NYCECC) and NYC’s Local Law 97.

Ventilated facades and the high-performance materials utilized in their construction are critical tools in the 
design and performance of buildings, ensuring they meet the ever-evolving performance needs of exterior 
wall assemblies.

For decades, buildings have relied on intumescent materials for fire control. These applications range 
from fireproofing of structural steel, through-penetration firestopping of mechanical and electrical service, 
perimeter edge sealing of fire doors, to joint and gap sealing to limit fire spread.

These materials have also been used in the exterior cavities of facade assemblies globally for more than 
two decades. However, they are currently not included in the list of fireblocking materials prescribed in the 
New York City Building Code.

Intumescent materials, which expand when heated, provide a critical barrier against heat and flame during 
fire events. These materials have not only proven to be an effective fireblocking solution, but tests have 
demonstrated they can also outperform traditionally accepted materials.

This article posits intumescent fireblocking is a simple, safe, and effective fireblocking material and 
right now, it may be the only tested option which can provide the intended protection during a fire event 
and maintain rainscreen principles continuously throughout the exterior wall covering. Simultaneously, 
it enables the design of exterior walls which can meet the other stringent performance requirements 
imposed on today’s buildings.

READ THE FULL ARTICLE
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Member Opportunities
Add your company’s webinar/presentation to RAiNA’s 
event calender via the member portal. 
Email hhowell@rainscreenassociation.org for more 
info. 

Become a co-chair for the Education & Training committee. 
Click here to learn more and apply.

Write a column for the RAiNA Report - share research and 
recent developments in the rainscreen industry. Email hhowell@
rainscreenassociation.org for more info.

RAiNA in Action

JLC Live Residential Construction Show  March 27-29, 2025 | Providence, RI

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

NOVA USA WOOD PRODUCTS

JAMES RIVER STUCCO, INC

INSTITUTE FOR ARCHITECTURAL SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY (IAST)

LIBERTY PLASTICS, INC

RAINSCREEN RESOURCES
Rainscreen Presentations  

Enrich your knowledge base with RAiNA’s AIA-accredited 
presentations.  See all available presentations.

Glossary 
Intended to provide standardized terms and definitions for the rainscreen 
industry and associated systems, assemblies, sub-assemblies, accessories, 
materials, and products. View the Glossary.

mailto:hhowell%40rainscreenassociation.org?subject=
https://rainscreenassociation.org/committees/
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RECAP

143
Attendees

27 States
5 Countries 15

Sponsors
98

Companies

Download here. 5presentations

2winners
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RENEW/JOIN

https://rainscreenassociation.org/join-raina/

