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To: Supervisor, Manager or Board of Directors
Re: Participation at the RAiNA Conference 2026
Date: September 30, 2026
Location: Irving Street Studio, Portland, Oregon
I am formally requesting your support for my attendance at the RAiNA Conference 2026: Weathering the Future: Rainscreens, Retrofit and Resilience on September 30, 2026, in Portland, Oregon.
Attending the RAiNA Conference will provide me with the opportunity to engage with professionals from across the building enclosure and rainscreen industry, including architects, engineers, contractors, consultants, manufacturers and other industry leaders. The conference offers a full day of technical education, industry discussion and networking focused specifically on the design, construction, performance and future of rainscreen assemblies.
RAiNA is dedicated to advancing performance-driven rainscreen assemblies that contribute to more durable, resilient, healthy, energy-efficient and safe buildings. The conference provides an opportunity to learn directly from professionals working on these issues and to bring current industry knowledge, practical strategies and new ideas back to our organization.
The 2026 conference will address topics that are directly relevant to the continued development and performance of rainscreen systems. Sessions include discussions on the human side of resilient construction, integrating architectural cavity closures into rainscreen assemblies, designing for movement and real-world performance, and backup-wall design and coordination between trades. The conference will also provide opportunities to connect with industry professionals during breaks, lunch and the evening networking event.
I plan to achieve the following three objectives while attending the RAiNA Conference:
Example: 
Objective 1: Establish at least three new professional connections with individuals who can provide valuable knowledge, expertise or potential business opportunities for our organization.
Objective 2: Identify at least three new practices, technical approaches or industry developments that can be applied to our work and shared with our team.
Objective 3: Gain a stronger understanding of current rainscreen design, coordination, retrofit and resilience strategies that can help improve the performance, durability and efficiency of our projects.
The following specific sessions and networking opportunities to achieve these objectives:
· “Why Building Owners Don’t Buy Rainscreens: The Human Side of Resilient Construction” — to better understand how the value of resilient construction can be communicated to building owners and decision-makers.
· “Finding Closure: Integrating Architectural Cavity Closures into the Rainscreen Assembly for Durable Design” — to gain insight into an important component of rainscreen assembly design and long-term durability.
· “Rainscreen Reality Check: Designing for Movement, Resilience, and Real-World Performance” — to explore practical considerations affecting rainscreen performance in real-world applications.
· “Rainscreen Backup Wall Design Considerations and Lessons Learned for Better Coordination Between Trades” — to identify strategies for improving coordination and reducing potential problems during design and construction.
· “Panel Discussion – Look Before You Leap: An Inside View of Rainscreen Retrofits” — to gain practical insight into the investigation and decision-making process involved in rainscreen retrofit projects, including assessing existing conditions, substrate capacity, window replacement, attachment systems, and the choice between overcladding and removal
· Exhibit and networking opportunities during conference breaks and lunch — to connect with manufacturers, consultants, contractors and other industry professionals.
· RAiNA Awards Ceremony — to learn from examples of technical and design excellence within the rainscreen industry.
· Rooftop Networking Event — to build relationships with conference attendees and continue discussions from the technical sessions.
I will bring back the key takeaways from the conference and share relevant information with our team. I will also identify opportunities to implement new knowledge, improve our processes, strengthen project coordination and support better-performing building enclosure solutions.
The knowledge gained through participation in the RAiNA Conference can provide value beyond the individual education received at the event. Improved understanding of rainscreen design and performance can help our organization make better-informed decisions, identify potential issues earlier, improve coordination among project stakeholders, and support more durable and resilient building enclosure solutions.
Please review the accompanying Cost/Benefit Worksheet for an analysis of the anticipated investment in conference attendance and the potential value to our organization.
Thank you for your consideration and support.
[Insert Your Name]












COST ANALYSIS
Registration Fees
The full registration rate for the RAiNA 2026 Conference includes admittance to educational sessions, exhibitor tables, networking mixer, committee meetings on October 1, 2026 as well as meals for both days. 
	Select
	Registration Type
	Early Bird (Ends July 12, 2026)
	Full Price

	*X
	Member
	$195
	$250

	
	Non-Member
	$295
	$350

	Total
	*


* Select and insert the appropriate rate listed above
Travel Costs
	Travel Item
	Estimated Costs*

	Airfare
	

	Parking
	

	Incidentals
	

	Transportation
	

	Hotel Costs
	

	Total
	


* Insert your own estimated costs for airfare, parking, etc if applicable
Total estimated cost for attending RAiNA 2026 Conference: ______________________________
*insert your own total of estimated costs.

BENEFIT ANALYSIS
List the key takeaways you anticipate gaining from the sessions, discussions and networking opportunities you plan to attend. Consider how you will apply what you learn to your work, your team and your organization. Then estimate the potential financial value of those improvements.
The examples below are provided as a guide. Attendees should replace the examples with benefits that are relevant to their specific role and organization.
Example #1 – Reducing Rework Through Better Coordination
Anticipated Takeaway:
Attend the session on backup-wall design considerations and coordination between trades to identify strategies for improving communication and coordination during the design and construction process.
Application:
I will share the coordination strategies with our project team and incorporate applicable practices into future projects to help identify potential conflicts earlier.
Estimated Value:
If improved coordination prevents one significant field issue, RFI, or rework item on a project, our organization could avoid several hours of staff time as well as potential material, labor and scheduling costs. I estimate that preventing one such issue could save approximately $5,000–$10,000 in a year.

Example #2 – Improving Rainscreen Detailing
Anticipated Takeaway:
Learn from industry professionals about designing rainscreen assemblies for movement, resilience and real-world performance.
Application:
I will apply the information to future project detailing and share relevant lessons with our design and technical teams.
Estimated Value:
Improved detailing could help identify potential design issues before construction, reducing revisions, RFIs and field changes. If the knowledge gained prevents even one significant design revision or field correction, the organization could save an estimated $5,000 in staff time and project costs.

Total Estimated Benefit of Attending the RAiNA Conference in the First Year: $____________
Estimated Cost of Attending: $____________
Potential First-Year Return on Investment: $____________
The purpose of this analysis is not to guarantee a specific financial return. Rather, it is to demonstrate how the knowledge, relationships and practical tools gained through conference participation can be translated into measurable value for the organization.

COST/BENEFIT FOLLOW UP 
At the completion of the RAiNA 2026 Conference, take some time to review your original objectives. Develop an analysis of whether you were able to fulfill your original objectives and assess how you will be able to apply what you learned in order to either provide cost savings to your organization, offer innovative ideas to increase revenue generation, and/or obtain tools to increase your team’s work efficiency, and the cost savings that would result.
Demonstrating the ROI from the RAiNA 2026 Conference will not only provide value to your company’s bottom line but will also “ease the way” to approval to attend the RAiNA 2026 Conference in the future.
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